&>

INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTE OF REFRIGERATION

Statement by Frangois Billiard
Director of the International Institute of Refrigeration

Ninth Conference of the Parties
to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (COP-9)

Milan, Italy
December, 2003

Mr Chairman, Distinguished Delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is a great honour to address you today on behalf of the International Institute of
Refrigeration, the IIR.

The IR is an intergovernmental organization with 61 member countries, representing
over 80% of the global population. It expresses its opinion in the name of
refrigeration practitioners and scientific communities worldwide.

Refrigeration contributes to sustainable development

Refrigeration plays a vital role in many applications such as food preservation from
harvest to consumer, the health sector thanks to vaccine storage, and cooling and
indoor air quality in industrial, commercial and residential sectors. In this respect,
refrigeration contributes to sustainable development.

Refrigeration stakeholders are playing a decisive role within the framework of
the Montreal Protocol

Thanks to the Montreal Protocol, the refrigeration sector greatly contributed to the
87% reduction in CFC (chlorofluorocarbon) consumption occurring between 1986
and 2000. Refrigeration stakeholders thus played a decisive role in achieving the
reduced levels of chlorine observed in the stratosphere since 2000, indicating that
stratospheric ozone levels are likely to rise.

In addition, as CFCs are very potent greenhouse gases, their phase-out is greatly
mitigating global warming.

HFC and non-HFC refrigerants

HFCs (hydrofluorocarbons) were developed to replace CFCs and introduced in the
early 1990s. They have no ozone-depleting potential, however, they do exert global-
warming effects, though to a lesser extent than CFCs, and are therefore included in
the substances targeted by the Kyoto Protocol.






