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ASSESSMENT OF PROGRESS AT THE NATIONAL, REGIONAL 

AND INTERNATIONAL LEVELS - Comments from a Swedish 

perspective 
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Making progress to combat climate change is, to a large extent, a matter 

of choosing adequate po!i£_ies and m~ures. This is a cornerstone of 

European climate lclia~ policy. _ . . . _ 
H ~~··m• ~i.~7:, ~ 

And in order to succeed in this, r,i.i~ ~ m oi(~~ 

Sweden is one oft~ustrial countriesf~1~~-~'J{hat have succeeded 

in reducing/ in absolute terms-( the volume of CO2 emissions. 

First, the Swedish case shows that it is clearly possible to de-couple .f.;u cz:c--
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economic growth from mcreasmg CO2 em1ss10~ r-t,,-1 i{rflvr=- H,•; ~ e.-~·•t~ • 1 '?' 
In the 1990s, CO2 emissions in Sweden dropped by 3 percent, while oD') "~··0= 
increased, during th~ -~-a.me period, by almost ~? p~r~~n~_'. .-~ ~~>~ 3"7 ° '"" 1 tz 
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The lesson is that e~~~ion must be taken to design cities that mak~i it 

' --possible to use public transport/to-\1.ralk and to use bicycle~-

Investments must be made to secure efficient transportation links for 

goods by rail or sea, instead of road transport. 
~, 

1n:s:tm~~t1]TII!mtildl,;g:±~r:fill~:s.ni:IB1:a:n:tb~rox:t0nti:1. ~~-or 

th€dvto:re:a:Etl to develo:J;rwin wiB--sol.uti~~ _______ .,.,,., 

Alld thi:ii, of course, i_~jgJhe ittt~est· of all=aci-GH, concemoo--" ------g · :m:1e--ei:tizen-s-:-

Fi n ally, I am convinced th~~;:;a~ of) national communications 
j" "'-l p .,y h:., f- On,, J--,-ii1A.h J~~ --fo rf.x w"Nk o t. ~~j 

pl~an important role ft)f--Oeveloping adequate policies and measures. 

It is encouraging that 110 non-annex 1 countries have already submitted 

their first national communications. In view of the economic gains that 

can be reaped from early action, these communications will not only be 
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