
' ' • j ,._j ~ , 

\ A••~\\ V ~ ~ V 



I 

\ 





Statement of the Tunisian Delegation to the 
Fourth Conference of the Parties to the 

United Nations Conference on Climate Change 

Buenos Aires 
November 12, 1998 

Madame President, Distinguished Fellow Delegates ... 

On behalf of the Tunisian Delegation, I would like to 
begin my statement by thanking you and the Government 
of Argentina for your excellent hospitality and superb 
support of this important Conference. 

Furthermore, I would like to convey our most sincere and 
heart-felt condolences to the . peoples of the Central 
American nations which recently suffered such terrible 
devastation and loss of life as a result of Hurricane Mitch. 

Madame President, since the Rio Summit in 1992, only 
six short years ago, climate change has gone from being a 
topic of academic and scientific discussion to an urgent 
subject of popular and goven1mental concern. Especially 
since Kyoto, we have the sense that the attention of the 
world has compelled an acceleration of our efforts. As 
we enter the last days of the Conference in Buenos Aires, 
it is clear that our work is of the utmost and immediate 
importance to the future of the planet we share. 

Madame President, in 1992 Tunisia signed the 
Convention on Climate Change and in 1993 was one of 
the first countries to ratify it. Our country has long 
believed in the importance of a safe and healthy 
environment as a fundamental human right. At the same 
time, we share with Argentina a belief that defense of the 
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environ1nent is compatible with economic growth; indeed 
the two depend upon each other for their proper 
realization. 

In cooperation with the GEF and UNDP, we have 
undertaken important projects to expand and deepen our 
knowledge and understanding of climate change and 
other challenges to our environment. We have made 
considerable efforts to spread this awareness as broadly 
as . possible throughout our society, believing that 
informed public consensus is the first requiren1ent for 
effective environ1nental action. 

Based on this awareness, we have begun many projects to 
promote energy efficiency and the use of renewable 
energy, while reducing industrial pollution, conserving 
our scarce water resources, and resisting the 
encroachment of the Sahara Desert. We hope that these 
serious efforts den1onstrate our commitment not only to 
our own people but to the world community, whose 
principles we share. 

As of now, Tunisia has completed its inventory of 
greenhouse gas emissions, and we are engaged in 
preparing our first National Communication, which we 
will submit to the Convention by the time of the Fifth 
Conference of the Parties next year. 

Madame President, the Kyoto Conference underscored 
the commitment of the peoples of the world to protect the 
global environment, while extending special concern to 
developing countries -- those most threatened by climate 
change while least able to defend against it. Tunisia 
insists on the importance · of the most rapid possible 
implementation of the shining promise conveyed by the 
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Convention and the Protocol, which are based on the 
principle of common responsibility and differentiated 
obligations with respect to national circumstances. 

My delegation came to Buenos Aires hoping to progress 
in furthering the realization of that promise and that 
principle, without compromising the legitimate needs of 
developing countries for their present and future growth. 

In this context, my gove111ment wishes to stress the 
importance of rapidly implementing the Clean 
Development Mechanism, which holds out such hope for 
mutually beneficial cooperation of developed and 
developing nations. In order to accomplish this, we feel it 
essential to include a strong representation of developing 
and especially African countries on the Executive 
Council of the CDM. 

In addition, we stress the nee~ for application of the 
provisions of the Convention for transfer of technology to 
those countries who are most urgently in need of it -­
those in the developing world. 

In conclusion, Madame President, we hope that this 
Conference concludes with positive decisions which take 
into account the need of developing countries to achieve 
global growth. 

Once again, Madame President, ·we would like to thank 
you for your sponsorship of and leadership in this 
critically important event". Finally, we want to thank the 
many workers of all kinds, including skilled technicians 
and gifted simultaneous interpreters. 

Thank you again for your attention. 
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