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Mr. Chairman, distinguished Mt.nisters, H~ad of Delegations, 

Ladies and gentleman, 

The Assembly Qf the IOC h~s as one focus oceans and climate. The ocean$ are 

r~cognlze9 by the IPCC as playing a funda~eii~I role in operating the climate system. 

Because of tt,e WJlY they transport heat arbund th~ gtobe, there influence on the amount of 

Green house gases in the atmosphere and their Ion~ memory, •they play a key part in 

determining the ra.te and ~izes of seasonal, interannual' and decadal climate variation. The 

Qceans are the primary source of atmosph~ric water vapor and an importapt sink for CO2. 

The IOC a$ the C0IT)petent body in the United Nations system dealing with ocean 

science and services, calls for ltlng term sustain national and international ~u·pport for global 

ocean science and obs~rvation programmes. These programmes are criticaUy needed for the 

applicatipn .of science in confirming clin,at~ change and In finding an~wers on issues of green 

house. gases, sources and sinks over tl)e three qu~rters of th~ planet, covered by water. 

Glooal ~cale ocean observing and research programmes are nec(;)ssary for 9limate change 

detection 1 prediction and amelioration. The decision of the COP-3 regarding the development 

of obs~rvational net works ·of a climate system is extremely welcome. The scientific 

community under this sponsorship of the IOC, WMO and tCSU has developed several well 
} 

focused globa~ research programmes of unprecedented seal~ within the framework of the 

World Climate Research Programme. Of th~se the tro~cal ocean Global Atmosphere 

.Experiment has provided us with ability to forecast the S-Nirio, on basis of ocean 

observations and modelling. 

These programmes have also done mutch to draw together national efforts in 09ean 

climate research and observation. Howeyer ror future a more cotnprehensiv~ system of 

oceanic observations is needed; to be maintained on a continuously sus~ained "operational" 

basis, also called for in Agenda 21. tn respqm,e to this neeq the IOC together wit WMO, tCSU 

and UNEP are developing the Global Ocean Observing System (GOOS}. This is designed to 

coordinate, enhance and promote the natiohal and regionai obsetvation ~ffOrts for an 
purposes, one primary purpose being climate ~sses~ment and predictiot1, Through its global 



2 

extent and its integration, the system gains value to nations well beyond their individual 

contribution. The system will also greatly assist the smaller and less developed nations In 

developing their own assessment i;ind prediction capabilities. The climate modul~ of GOOS is 

the ocean module of GCOS. 

The incremental effort and Investment required to achive this system is well within. our 

technical capability during the coming decade. Implementation is largely through . nationally 

funded operational programmes, with a relatively small cost of lntema~onal ~cientific 

coordination and integration Qf these national efforts. It Is expected that the decisl9n of COP-

3 on Observing Systems will stimulate required coordination and capacity building at national 

level. 

The 1998 International Year Qf the Ocean provides for a specific opportunity to help 

increase the commitments to address the ocean issues and the public awareness of thi~ 

need. 

1 wish to recall that the IOC has implemented some reviews on oceans and climate 

throu$Jh consultations of scientific and technical experts, who have ~imed to Identifying what 

w~ know, how we are able t6 use this knowledge and what the gaps a~e. As part of the 1998 

programfl'.leS we Intend cdntini.J~ this review process and we are inviting the IPCC to 

cooperate in specifying particular questions Which need urgent attention. The work of the, IOC 

will focus on regional Implications , certainties and gaps. 

Finally, I wish to recall that IOC togeth~r with four major science programmes of 

UNESCO in a Joint Statemen_t to the UNESCO General Conference, stated "As the current 

public and intergovernment~I debate on climate changes so vividly demonstrates, many of 

the ~omplex problem linked to the environm~nt and development are characterized by 

inherent uncertainties and gaps in knowledge; yet this un~ertainties and our limited long-term 

prediotive ~pacity in no way justify delaying the implementations "no regrets" policies aoc 

measures to prevent possible irreversible environmental dam~ge. Scientist must share with 

policy-m~kers the responsibility for scientifical'ly sound risk assessment and management 

envirpnmental, technological and socio-economic transformation. If emerging serious 

problems are to be dealt with at an early stage and sustainable development is to be given a 

chance, then there has to be a shift in emphasis from a situation of crisis management to 

pro-active, adaptive management regime. 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 


