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Mr. Chairman of the Third Conference of the Partzies of the Convention 
on Climate Change. Ministers. 
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I would like to thank the Govern nt and the thorities of Japan for 
their hospitality, as well as for ta& ~~lffZ,ation su an important evenj/1 
have the pleasure to inform you that enezuela ha come to Kyoto witlithe 
purpose of making every possible effort~ achiev·.e_. success in this Conference. 
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My country believes it i's ·essential to deft and adopt measures that will 

effectively avoid the impact~ the so-calle greenhouse gases could have on 
the environmeny-Such an effort can no Ion er be postpone,01'is believed, 
mistakenly, that such gases originate, dis pro rtionately, from the combustion of 

fossil fuels. .. nfio~ 

The issue which now concerns ma "nd and which ha\~;he~ubject of 
its attention since i:eecnt tim..:s, poses some problems: how to armonize the 
hipothesis and the thesis, the will and he way to eliminate the problem t-ba• ~ e 
b;we before us, and which we no are trying to resolve after almost two 
centuries of unr,'estricted greenhous emissions ~ developed countries. 0-(l> L-L<._ 

For a while we believed at e historic Rio Conference -on the basis of the 
premise which assigned the deve ped countries the sole responsibility for global 
warming-, that we had succeede in putting a stop to such a dangerous procesV 
Unfortunately, this was not t e ca~he commitments to stabilize emisions 
which ~hat time und taken by the industrialized countries were not 
honour~n the contrary, t eir collective emisions have not stopped increasing 
since then. 

Now we are told tha those commitments were not "legally binding" and 
that here, in Kyoto, real ommitme~ts will be undertakeiy{Jp until now, 
however, industrialized countries have not been able to agree as to the levels of 
stabilization -much less reduction- nor the ways and time frames for achieving 
them. ~ 

t . . . t. th t . ~pf th . h d surpnsmg aspec 1s a , m. spt e a no avmg • onoure 
their commit nts, and not having agreed on new "legally binding" 
commitments they are attempting to put as a precondition to developing 
countries, who bear no historic responsibility for the problem in the first place, 
to accept the imposition of yet to be determined limitation commitments. 



As if this frontal pressure to impose new burdens on us were n t enough, 
disguised or indirect methods have been devised to r,u1gb the same I, such as 
"voluntary" commitments, "joint implmentation", or the eufemism of 
"advancing the implementation of the commitments under the Convention." 

With this we do not mean that we developing countritis are not already 
making efforts to find a structural solution to the probl µn the contra~ 
Many of us have voluntarily limited our emissions t · · n h 1 

1~ U,c.l y of refenBs ia pricing policies, .~romoti~~.'~f efficie ~ use of energy, the 
• V use of renewable sources of energy, and other measur . 

In Venezuela, for instance, we have eli~na d gasoline subsidies; we have 
initiated with great success a program t:e.4he us ~ natural gas in vehicles; over IJi-
...b,awe of our electric requirements are met thro h hydroelectric power, "A'hil1 we ~LJ~ 
have ambitious plans for expanding our hydr electric capacity; and over half of 
our territory, covered by tropical forests and fragile ecosystems, has been 
protected for several years now ,~ various environmental protection regimes. 

LM,,..-)L/ 
In addition, Venezuela is also pa icipating in an international effort elf. ,,.b b 

technological research f.ff,,the reciclin and disposal of CO2 derived from the 
combustion of fossil fuels. Ch-.. 

Mr. Chairman, Venezuela's osition is the following: 

1) It is premature to i pose on developing countries concrete and 
cuantifiable commi ents for the reducction or limitation of 
greenhouse gas emi sions, before developed countries implement the 
commitments ado ed in the Berlin Mandate. 

2) The Kyoto Pro col must include the concept of the basket of gases 
which must lude all gases that presumably contribute to global 
warming 

3) remature to talk about mechanisms such as "joint 
tion" and emissions trading" between developed and 

developi countries before allowing fM- a period of time for 
industri ized countries to implement their reduction c~mA~~J,?~t~ 
after w ich, on the basis of t}le. proven information an~erience 
'3'0nil!fN. !AKI, mechanisms can be established that will asar-e ~equity for 
devel ping countries in such types of transactions. Q,l,Lr ~ 

4) It is ~ndustrialized countries to p~Jideadvantages, through 
subsidies and tariff and other trade barriers, to its inefficient 
producers of fossil fuels, to the detriment of the less polluting products 
from developing countries.,8tich is the case with the orimulsion from 
our country, the use of wfilch has been banned in developed countries, 
in spite of the fact that such fuel reduces tae emmisions of nitrous 
oxide. 
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5) Mechanisms must be established to compensate developing countries 
that depend on the export of fossil fuels if the reducction measures 
adopted could ~ ia-a-significant damage to these countries. 

Mr. Chairman, Kyoto offers an historic opportunity for ·industrialized 
countries to finally and seriously face up to their responsibilities before all 
of mankin0nly when they have done so, not only through words, but 
through effective and ascertainable realities, can we start talking about 
requiring greater efforts from developing countries, although never at the 
expense of our right and our duty to attain sustainable development and 
erradicate poverty from our planet. 

3 


