
clin1ate is chang.i11g. The global temperature is .rising at an alarm:i11g 
rate. People look to us for a forceful political rbsponse to the 
climate challenge. 71~ , 
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0 {The e. ffects of climat~ changes are particularly draiuatic in the 
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P.._.rctic. The Arctic average temperan.µ-e has already risyn at almosfi 
twice the rate of the rest of the world in the past few decades. The) 

. ~g ~~d1rdifflts~f the Arctic Climate Impact Assessment _(,J/4'.J f1/1j}yf#v_ • 
(ACIA) show that winter temperatures in some Arctic f1Ieas have 
increased by 3 to 4 degrees Celsius over the last 50 years. 
Widespread melting of glaciers, sea ice and permafrost present 
additional evidenpe of strong Arctic waiu1in.g. In sUiumer, t1.e 
perma.11_ent ice sh~et may be gone by the end ofth.e century. AH­
MC«:i:1, 1 al'i,,,.,, ,f tlzese , 1in1c1tic treads ,1,1ill oct:Jlf WrYi:11£. IJ1i;; c•:111:Jr~~ 

• Ma.r1y scientists now wa.rn that a changing ice cover in the Arctic 
will affect the global climate . The ckar message is that changes in 
the Arctic will have consequences for the whole world. 

• The entry into force of the Kyoto Protocol is the best way to 
celebrate the first ten years of the Cli..mate Convention. But the 
Kyoto Protocol is just a start. The present commitments are very 
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far from bringing the situation under control. V./ e must agree to 
more ambitious commitments. ln~strialise~countr~ ha~caused 
most 0~ p~ ~OW. We ~e deve~d comuries\. 



t.here~re have n\nre than a moral duty to lead the way in curbing 
emissio~s. Most ~f us will do that through the Kyoto Protocol. 
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• Norway has noted with i.11terest t.1-ie proposal by t.1-ie EU to establish 

long-term goals to limit global temperature rise to 2 degrees. \Ve 
consider the EU proposal to be a con~tructiv~input too 
development of a future clin1ate regin1e. N,¢ · r fore 
~te.r ry, )Ste)) ~ wflrking tog~ with ~ E0 ; a ot ,.e,. s on this 
1mvor.fcl'1t lS~e. 
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• 'vVe need ft.11ther action btyond 2012~ and we need to discuss this 

under the Climate Convention. The rpcc has told us that we need 
to cut emissions by more than half to stabilise the concentration of 
greenl1ouse gases in the atmosphere at present level. The Kyoto 
Protocol is only a first step towards achieving the ultimate 
objective of the Climate Convention. Our response must cover 
more of the global emissions. We need the broadest possible 
participation from all countries. \Y c also need to strengthen Otff 

eeeperatien on ~rlapt~tinn to climat@ chan~. 

• Poor people who depend on nature for ti½.eir survival are typically 
the first victims of higher temperaturf:!S and its effects on land a11d 
water. Drought, desertification, tlooqs and sea level rise threatens 
millions of people. 'Fhis brings ms back to the lin.1<:~ bct~ccn 
envi:ronm:ent, de v dopmcnt an@ peQce. It reminds me of a quote 
from former UN weapons inspector Mans Blix, where he states that 
he sees global warming as a larger threat than military conflict. 
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e V/ e live i,.~ a climate experiment of our own ma~i,.~g. We have not 

seen the most dran1atic results yet. But our children and our 
grandchildren will. Our actions will be judged by history: We may 
not be able to dramatically change our course oven1ight. But we 
can set our feet on the rigJ1t path for ~omorrow. 
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Spsion 3: Technology and climate change (Norway introductory 
speaker 5 minutes) 

Dear friends, 
Last week the Nobel Peace Prize was awat~ed to Dr. 'vV angari Maathai of 
Kenya. Tnis was the first time that the Nob~l Peace Prize Committee 
recognised· the role of envirofa"'11ent and sus1ainable development in the 
struggle for peace. For me t½.e Peace Prize is yet a.r:iother reason why we 
must successfully combat climate change. 

It is importai--it that we use the knowledge aµd resources at our disposal to 
develop and apply technological solutions '1-t reasonable costs. 

Technology must be a part of ai1y long-tema solution to maiu--nade climate 
ch::inge. -It does not have to be a matter of r~inventi.TJ.g the wheel. If today's 
most efficient technologies were put to full use, this would already 
represent a giant leap forward in tem1s of r~ducing emissions. 

It is a matter of ta.1<ing both small and large steps in the right directions. 
--,-

Everythii1g that we consum~ requires energy. From our houses and all the 
things that we fill our houses wit½., to the CfS . that we drive, the clothes 
that we wear and the food that we eat. Energy makes everyday life (too) 
simple for some of us. For too many others, the lack of access to energy 
makes life very complicated. Our global and local energy choices have a 
strong impact on both nature and human health. 

We must increase the global share of renewable energy. There is more 
than enough energy from the suri, wind, waterfalls, waves and biomass to 
meetthe needs of the world. 

Small-scale improvements ~an make a big ~ifference. Even ifwe do well 
on renewables- which we must do- a large share of future en~rgy supply 
will still con1e from fossil fuels. It is theref~re vital that we continue to 
look for ways of decreasing emissions fr011t fossil fuels . 

Norwegian industry has several years of experience with technologies to 
c<tpture and store carbon .. Since 1996, 1 minion tonnes of CO2 have been 
stored armually from the offshore gas field leipner West. This single 
p],foject equals two per cent of our national I missions. 



Other countries h~v~ si~ilar storage p:ojecp ~ri t.he pipeline. We need to 
lem:n more about tms. It lS actually fully porsrnle to store all the CO2 
errutted from Europe in oil wells and aquift;1rs in the North Sea. 

Dear friends, 
Trchnology initiatives are essential, but Ca.I} never replace agreements 
s4ch as the Kyoto Protocol. " \Ve must creat1 ai1 international <;:limate 
regime post 2012 t.hat stimulates new and better solutions- also in tem1s 
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ofbest technologies in both rich and poor countries. 

As rich countries, we must take a lead to ensure a transfer of technologies 
so that all countries can benefit from their 1se. 

Tpe good news is that we already have a lof_of the technological solutions 
for the next decades. The challenge is to m¥e them more competitive 
and to make sure that they are put to good 1fSe. 

At the same time, we must remember that technology is only a means and 
not an aim in itself. Investrrients in technology are therefore not enough. 
We also have to be willing to take a hard look at our lifestyles and to 
make our consumption patterns more sustainable in the long run. 

For W angari Maathai, tree planting to protect nature becaine her means 
fighting poverty and promoting peace. As government_ repres,entatives 
and stakeholders on clin1ate change, we must do our bit to make 
technology an important mt;:ans of combatting climate change. I thank 
you for your attention. 


