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® 
Sustainable developmen_,1/irfvolves/ realization of-

- _synergies and c_o_111ple111entarities1 betvveen1 econo111ic -
- _growth/~/ ~n_both the intra and inter-temi;2oral -

sense3/ an~ enviror1111ental protection. Each of thesey 
in turn are shaped by a multiplicity of factoro/ -
technof ogical change,/ trade regimes( historical -
pattern~ _ _ of ____ a~_~e§_~ J to global resources,; besides/ 
national policies. As far as India is concemedy all -

- facets of sustainaQ.~1_e':'.~}opgie__!21/ must contribLlte 
positively/ to the ~_or~1inant E~alleng~ of ?ur ~~m~_s -
that of poverty alleviation. / 

-::·::_:"·•· ::; :::•_; ( .. " 

-- ·--- .. -·· -·-·- ····•· ..... ·- · . ----··-- ·-- •--•-""~ _.. 

. ;: . . .. :~ - : -~- . ·_ . . . .. 

. . . . . . . 

. • : • . :: •. --,:·= ··-: · : :: · •.. : : ;: 

-- .. ' .. . · .. . 

-­.. 
···. ·: .. '..·: : 



2. Despite the coinmitments in the UNFCCC, 
Greenhouse Gas einissions from the d~~aj_QJ2~~d-

- countrieo/ 111ay_ in_crease by 10% o~er t~e 199.59 ~~1~,~$-,~~ 
by 2010. En1issions from countrieo/ with econoµnes 1 
in transition1are also starting to increase. Effective 
action needs to be taken/ by the industrialised 
countries for curtailing GHG emissions/ both 
doinestically and through cooperative mechanisms . 
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3. Many current and emerging technology options1 
in energy efficiencyY. fuel switching/ and renewabJe-

--- ener~y ~ sh_Q_w CQD.S_lQ~_tabJe --- ~11itigatiqn ___ po_te11.t.ia!_, 
prov1d~A_Jha1/ obstacles) especially )- f!Q_~nc1al ana­
those related to IPRs~ - can be overco1ne. Serious -____ ,_ ............ ~---·· . .... . -•:-.- -..-__,._._.., . .,., ___ .... _ ___ ... -~ .. . -·· . . 

- action t_o __ 9_Y._~rco1ne these b_~r~i-~rs_,is needed without 
further delay) as the adverse impacts of climate -

- -~bange_/ are already being felt) by the poor !J in 
developing countries r}Vho are the1nost_vuJnerable to 
extreme cli1nate events~ such as floods"') droughts,t"' 
and severe heat waves. J / _jl 
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4. In additionf) adaptation, which involve~ more 
than si1nply reacting to , disasters1 and extreme 
weather events1 associated with climate chang~ must 
receive adequate support. Adaptation measures 
must enhance the ability of developing countries to 
effectively cope with unavoidable climate changes. 
Adaptati_~n _ n1e_as_ure?._._..112_vst_"_Q_~-----~-I)}_9.9.9i~d/ in their 
overall sustainable development strategies . 

. -~; ~r:- = ,t.:f-:-<I\ \Jii-'4\}~~.,;air-,-!i,{'.S. if !2' f ;_h-J ~, j y sf ,Jf :,- ; ,:iI). ;:_t'.,.C~l•• 
.. . 

· .. :· .. _·•·_ .... ,_ ·:;." .. • : .. :~ =:~ . ::·' ·::-- ·: _.: .. :: .. --:::-·:·.~:· ;::: ·-· ., ... _ . ... . . - .. . . . . . .. . ·•·. •·. .. . : .. : ·;= .. . 
- . : ~" - ·• .. -..... ··•·- , .. 

::::- _;:; .. : : < ::: :::::::. ;. :: . 

.. 
.. . , -- .. 

:·- ·. -: .. ;: ; __ ·:::~· :-:<: 



5. In India, a number of key socio-economic 
sector7 like, vvater resource,% hu1nan healt~ and the 
coasta1 zones1 are !1}.9r~as..in_g,ly_ .<1.!_.illlj from climate 
change/ and this is likely to pose/ an ~d9i_~i2.!l~Im,~E.9. -

- _si_gni}\~ant_ cha_llenge_ f o~ l~~~in working towards our 
poverty reduction objectives. 
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6. The Delhi Ministerial Declaration/ focus?~ -
- ~c!tten ti OI].L' on ada12t!1ti on~···~.flJ1Q ..... J .. _e~~h_1!2)_Q_gy __ trans:fur. 

AdaptatTon to cli1nate change by developing 
countries/ will not be auton1atic. }~t. ~~-~~~-
considerable costs. The UNFCCC and Kyoto 
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Protoco~ as well as V.Mio~i..~ .. -4.~£i~i.QD~-~gf, ___ p_~§.!=-~-igbt 
Confereng_~s ....... _Qf ~.?-rtie~ enjoin the developed 
countries/ to assist the developing countries1 with 

fl_!]_~!!~.L~l __ ~E~--~·!-~~~~nological res~~~-~ J for their 
i1npending adaptation needs. ; 

7. Adaptation measures need to be supported and -
- , facilitate~ through financial and technclogYtrans1ers 

by Annex-II Parties/ under their UNFccC 
comm~tme~ts .. I also reiterat~ the need/ f?r early 
operat onalisat1on of the Special Cli1nate Change 
Fund 1and the LDC fund as agreed at COP-8. 
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8. Let me conclude/ by reiterating/ that India 
re1nains co1nmitted to implementing and fulfilling 
the objectives of the UNFCCC, and calls upon all 
Parties to strengthen their individual and collective 
efforts 1for meeting their com111on, but differentiated 
responsibilities under the Convention. 
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Statement by Dr Prodipto Ghosh, 
Secretary Environment & Forests, India 

Plenary II, COP-9 to the UNFCCC 
Milan, 11 December 2003 

Mr. President, distinguished delegates: 

I have two brief points to make: 

First, since the adoption of the UNFCCC at Rio in 1992, there has been a 
great deal of talk on transfer of technologies to developing countries , to 
enable them to meet their Convention commitments while pursuing their 
respective paths for sustainable development. We have had decision 4/CP.7, 
whichLset out a framework covering 5 key themes for action , i.e. technology 
information; enabling environments ; capacity building ; and mechanisms for 
technology transfer. 

We also set up the Expert Group on Technology Transfer (EGTT) , to develop 
action plans for approval of SBST A. However, while the EGTT has been 
active in organizing meetings and workshops , the only concrete outcome so 
far has been the creation of TT: CLEAR, a strictly market oriented 
mechanism, with clearly limited potential to accelerate technology transfer. 

We must, accordingly, reluctantly conclude that efforts at promoting 
technology transfer to developing countries in pursuit of Art 4.5 have , been 
lukewarm and disappointing. 

Where do we go from here? If developing countries are to pursue less GHG 
intensive growth paths, access to the relevant technologies is a necessary 
condition . Such access cannot be on strictly commercial considerations , 
because that would drain resources away from developing countries ; 
resources which are essential for alleviating poverty, promoting economic 
growth , conserving their natural and manmade heritage, and protecting the 
environment. We need to find a way out of the cul-de-sac in which the 
question of technology transfer seems to have found itself. 

Mr. Chairman , I believe that in another context , the global community has 
indeed realized an appropriate model. In a side agreement to the Doha round 
of WTO negotiations, developing and developed countries agreed that in 
respect of serious public health concerns in developing countries , concerns 
which arguably comprise a serious global externality, that IPRs in respect of 
the relevant pharmaceuticals and medicines would_&.@ placed iA- tti-e-~ 
oomain. Mr. Chairman, in just a few months since that agreement, we have 
witnessed its dramatic impact on access of such medicines to the world 's poor 
for treatment of HIV/AIDS - from several hundred US$ per person per month, 
the cost has dropped to about US$ ..10 per person per month , and is expected 
to drop still further . 



Can we bring ourselves to adopt this , or a similar model , to help save the 
world from climate change? 

Second , Mr. Chairman , I believe that we need to appreciate the linkages 
between R&D in technologies for GHG abatement, and supportive policy 
frameworks . As of now, there is no actual dearth of low carbon technologies , 
whether in renewable energy, energy efficiency, fuel switching , or carbon 
sequestration . Many of these are even now competitive in cost with 
conventional , GHG intensive technologies . However, the pace of their uptake 
throughout the world , in particular in developed countries , is disappointing . Of 
course , we need further technology development, which may enlarge the set 
of available options, and perhaps reduce system wide costs further. But if we 
do not take on board the lessons learned so far on why the rate of adoption of 
existing technologies is disappointing , the results in the future may disappoint 
us again . 

The answer, clearly, lies in the absence of sufficiently supportive policy 
frameworks. A central tenet of market economies is that, for societal welfare 
to be maximized , the costs of the effects on third parties of the actions of 
consumers and producers must be borne by the same consumers and 
producers. Of course , this simple principle lends itself to a rich diversity of 
actual policy instruments , applicable at the appropriate scale of the impacts -
local , regional , global ; contemporary, or inter-generational . They may be 
based on fiats , or on incentives . 

Accordingly , Mr. Chairman , while focusing on further R&D to develop low 
carbon tE:chnologies , we must not lose sight of the imperative of developing 
supportive policies and instruments at each of the relevant levels. We must 
also understand the organic linkages between policies and instruments at 
different levels. Global policies will provide necessary signals to national 
governments about their responsibilities to human kind in line with established 
principles ; national and local policies to producers and consumers within 
countries of their own responsibilities . We live, Mr. Chairman , in an 
interdependent world . We cannot escape from this reality . 


