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Mr President, 

• The results of Kyoto were a sign of hope that the world community will muster the 

political will required to engage in the measures necessary for a reduction of greenhouse 

gas emissions. T-ffli;; meeting in Buenos--Air-es-wi-H-be-crucial-in-impr-O-V~ng the-charrces-for--

• The political will to move further in this direction needs to come first and foremost from 
~:.,e".-f'J 

the industrialized countries. However, tommitme~ to address the problem of climate 

change is the responsibility of all groups of countries and every individual country. 

stake an~ fundamental ~~tions.-relevant ta all-people such 

availability, control of diseases, the viability of low-ly-ing-eoast 

human habi-tat~G-the...sUM-V~hole--i.sland-States. The people most affected by 

climate change will be those living already in precarious conditions in developing 

countries. 

Mr President, 

• Thank you for giving me the opportunity to address this meeting on behalf of the Director­

General of UNESCO, Mr Federico Mayor. He ha.3 2tSkcd me to convey-his best wishes--fuf-'­

a-&ueecssful outcome of tlris fottrth session of the-Conference of the..E.at:ties;- In his view, it 

is imperative that the world community accelerates the implementation of the international 
{~ ~~,;.;_.;;L("-4) 

agreements to fight global wanning. In Mr Mayor~ wef43 «We must make new choices 

-it- f~ czh~:-v7-4:.-._-5 ~ . 
to fac~ new fhauenges and define mvestment priorities». ( ~L. 1f ') ~) 
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Among the key areas in which~ are required to reduce greenhouse gas 

emissions, are science, cleaner technologies, in particular renewable energies, and 

education as addressed m the respective Articles of the Framework Convention on 

Climate Change. 'Qie applieat.i.on made of gcient-i-fie know~~...ana-t8Glmo1o.g¥-<l-uring.-the-

2@th century hav-e-caused-the--t3rebl em-of-inereas-ing-greenhouse-gases--rn- tne--gJo baJ­

otmospher~-. -Soientifio -progress ·-and -technological-- innovatiorr· must- now - be--geared 0 -

~ards firui-i-Hg--t-Oe-sG-1.utions-to -this-problem. 

Mr President, 

• Se-i-@ntists rsGogru:2;0 their responsibility to w-0i:k-with---poliGy-makers-and other-major· 

stakeholders, in particular-in bttsiness- and indrrstryto-prevent-the-dire--prospects-related-to--
(t~~ -aGt:._r;:af-~ 

glob3.l wmmiITg from-occtuTin-g-during the next centcny. Th~Cha1rperset1s--e¥'0NESCO's 

five major international science programmes, including the Intergovernmental 

Oceanographic Commission (IOC), presented a Joint Statement at the last session of the 

Org~U_o_I}_'_§ __ G.t;;D_eral C~ They --eengttJered--tha-t-thr-eats --to ernLimental 

~ty ha~eeeme-as great.a~skWiJea=militfiljl-(hreato-were in past years. They 

~/,)~: ~ 

c.om-intted.: fAs the current public and intergovernmental debate on climate change so 

vividly demonstrates,(_Rrnny of the-comp-lex probloms--l.inked__to_the-emr.ironmenLand-
------~ --1 (n..... C. . 

~relopment m c characterized by illiH~rent ,uneertainties--and-gdf)s in knowfodge;-yet t-h-ese- K-k.-f «.-... <j 

--Y uncertainties and our limited long-term pfedictive capacity in no way justify delaying the 

implementation of «no regrets» policies and measures y prevent possible irreversible 

I(~ e--<... "if 1-"0 . 
environmental damage.~ientist6 must share wit · ·ooit:y-.fur 

~eHtifieally-sound risk asse66ment-an4-management--Of-environme 

seeie-ccomJl'fi1cminstions.- If ·emerging serious.problems ..are to be .dea 
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early stage and su!ltainablc dc,.·elopment is to be given a---eftfiflCe, then the1 e has to be -a 

shift in emphasi.s--f.rom- a--si h:lation--of--crisi&-management---to - a--pro•acti ve;-adaptive 

management regime»-. 

iJJ 
• In the same vein, we at UNESCO believe,,lhere is an ~l need to act in time before 

unwanted processes set in motion become irreversible. In line with the Organization 's 
q~ ... ,__.__ /2 ~ 

ethical mission, ;UNESCO's General Conference adopted a Declaration on the 

1/.~~t~g~:cil~~ ( ~k.) · Future Generations. Article 4 of this Declaration states;.1 «The present 

generations have the responsibility to bequeath to future generations an Earth which will 
. C ,-z.. L "if') ..-,<c....-,) 

not one day be irreversibly damaged by human activity». 

and - its---Kyoto-P-rotocol,--the-wor-lcl-. 

commu-n.i-ty-wi-H-not ·_ ··up-to this moral responsibility-of the-present-generations__fo_r .. the.:. 

Mr President, 

~ #a.... Ii," 
• UNESCO has ,XJ years of experience in the field of environmental sciences, including 

~"";~i~~ #--,r4 ~ 7i-.~--~, _ _,_,i_e ~,~...,D'7~ 
climate sciences.= h; :;standing oxpcrioneo, UNESCO and its IOG are 

/"> / . 
L---~t-...-,'~·,-.,, I lo:} 

£ubstantiaH-y--contributing to im~rev~~ns and climat~ 

chttnge, to syst-ematic-global-observation·of the climate system, te research--en--the-impacts­

of olimate chttngc, 21.5 well ft3 to de, eloping scientifically soUHd response i;trategies. -In­

pa:rtiottlm-, Xe climate system and climate change cannot be adequately understood, 

modelled and predicted without taking the role of the ocean properly into account. My 
lh,,,,.: ,,I:_~_,,_ ~CL '1 .-.. t4 ~~:;Ty &a..~.~ ,:7 /4~:....J 

collea~,rill malce1a statement ~on IOC's important ~ in the 

eq"e-~ °"~ ~~'--:t ·i ... ~ . 
ce-Rtex1 at: tho Climatcn~·cntion. Moreover, very little is known so far about possible 
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effects of climate ch~ge on water availability in the different bioclimatical regions of the 

world. Is there a looming water crisis to be faced much before other effects of climate 

change will be felt? This is an area of great concern to UNESCO and, in particular, its 

International Hydrological Programme. 

• UNESCO and its .IOC are among the co-sponsors of the Climate Agenda interl inking the 
I 

climate related activities of the UN organizations concerned and ICSU, as well as of the 

three global observing systems being developed on oceans, terrestrial ecosystems and 

clima3/,~~ti the~~tv~~ies_~ progi~eW.;u~~~ by -~ove~e~~:-~~----. 

---- / 

~~!1er stakeholder:__}.n _?-~~cular ~ith respect to the needs ()..f~:veloping _?,ou_r:i~~es . 

1k__ issue of the adequacy of the existing efforts to develop global observational systems was 
~ S ,3 S 7rT • ~ C-c~ c~__,' ~ ~-S Z-,I. c,if-­

diSC USSed here in Buenos Aires ~<7izi.st day~ at the niRth scaeien~f-4hc 8uastdtary 
-th/ A~ I'~~~~ 4 rlAax,- z;/,e, i~<-R~~ -~d<_ -- ~~-._/4_ c•~,.-. •-~ 

B0dy· fuFScicntifie and Teehnolog+eal Adlfl!ee. !UNESCO fully supports th,e.....,.co~ion; 

hf.#ti~dcbatp-a.ed the recommendations addressed to the Conference of the Parties. ,<: 
t!- ,:, ~ /4 ~;~ 

-t~ ·;4...,.. . ">-I ...., . 

Mr President, 

• Investments in renewable energy resources remain woefully insufficient, although they are 

the most environmentally sound source of energy, and given the fact that more than one 

billion people in remote rural areas of developing countries are without basic energy 

services. -lr=major concCl'ted= glubal=effot t Is needed itr mder-~~ 

UNESCO and the World Solar Commission chaired by ~is Excellcnef President Mugabe 

of Zimbabwe have launched the World Solar Programme 1996-2005, aimed at the wider 

use of~ources of environmentally-friendly, renewable energies, as well as at improving 

people's quality of life, notably in the rnral areas of developing countries. The United 



5 

Nations General Assembly at its current fifty-third session has adopted a Resolution 

endorsing the World Solar Programme and inviting all Member States of the United 
.,,_ ,{_, ' - N- ,,_,__.j.._.,,:,'-,., :! 

Nations o contribute to its successful implementation. The General- Assembly-in-this_ 

Resolution also invites the Seerctary--General,in---eo tati.on-with the-Oir-eGtGr-Gener al of-

----__ . 
muiHstre~n tli;-;ffurts of the United-Nations-system towards atta-i-Ring-th6--0bjective 

✓-

,,,-✓ • • ,-1-
~mstiifflttt,fe~e-n;ropment. 

Mr President, 

• Article 6 of the FCCC requires the Parties to the Convention to implement public 

awareness and education policies and measures. Educating people on the climate change 

......... ~z_~~,4~ 
issue is indeed essential__hu,rdcr ::.t~H:ieYe pub ppor t for the=IH3w=:p~ 

'~--- ·-- - --- ··--- re~tJ,,,,-_.-;;;J ";.,~.,.,,~ ~d,. c..i.cA ·.......,__ ~·,4:.c~ 

measures needed to reduce greenhouse gas emissions/as well as tt~r8\ behavioural 

change in snergy cGoou.mpt-iO&W-hern=approprifile. Mitigating global-warming and-moving 

toward: ~lopm~be possible withottt infu,med e,uhielwe 
-----.._.____--=--- ,_ 

~owledgeable po1Ifica1amtecormmic decisi~ It might even prove 

that the long-term success of the Framework Convention and its Kyoto Protocol will 

depend, to a large extent, on the availability of well-desigried public education, training 

and awareness prograrnmes without which public support might be too weak to allow for 

the objectives of the .Framework Convention to be realized. PMbhe odm.ation=-anJ 

awareness ot,: climate erumge will be effecfrve only if it take~ into aecaW1t the ~ 

economic @€>ntext that 1-@ meani!'!gful to a specific audience. UNESCO is willing to 

support, through its broad array of educational progr~noludiRB its uoduesti0& ~ 

S\:¼Stainab¼e futm-e>+ mitt-Mi¥e, ~evant initiatives of Governments, the FCCC Secretariat, 
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~,,.,_,,._,-<-.-L J ./ 

and other ~orhmt partners ;{imed at a vigorous promotion of the necessary education, 

public awareness and training activities callee fo r ~ ,i\rtiok 6 of-the fCGC . .. 

Mr President, 

• In conclusion, I wish to reiterate that UNESCO is firmly committed to continue playing its 

P~..;m climate sci-enee-ancl--systematie-obsefVftt-ions, in promoting-deaner-technott}gies,---trr 

particular rcnow!lb-!e-en-c1 gics, a-s-weii-as---in-cducation---ftfld-public--awareness-raismg. We 

?<,~;{.~ ,-----~ 

will continue to do this v,·ith tho broadest pessibl~e-of-partners-;--sta with the 

Governments and the scientific community, and all other concerned partners inside and 

outside the UN system, in particular in close cooperation with the Secretariat of the 

Framework Convention. What is needed now is to forge a strong alliance among all 

actors concerned, including also educators, 

business and industry. We must altogether 

NGOs, media, civil society, parliaments, 
J-1.--f~ ~ ~ ~ ~.:_, 

aeeelcrttte the implementation of conerete 

ms,H,Hr@a to pro~eet ol:H' glebal cli~. The only responsible option left open to us is to 

act now. 




