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Mr. President, 

On behalf of the Chinese Delegation, let me congratuiate you on 1our eieoion as 
the President. I believe that guided by your rich experience, this conference wi ll be a 
success. 

Five years ago, the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change 
was adopted, thus providing a good foundation and an effective framework for mank:nd 
to address climate change. The Convention acknowledges that the Earth's c irrate 
change and its adverse effects are a common concern of humankind. The Convention 
notes that human activities have substantially increased the atmospheric concentrations 
of greenhouse gases. The Convention further notes that the largest share of historical 
and current global emissions of GHGS has originated in developed countries, and that 
per capita emissions in developing countries are still relatively low. The Convention has 
set forth the ultimate objective in addressing climate change. In accordance with the 
principle of "common but differentiated responsibilities" and the principle of equity, the 
Convention has set forth different commitments for developed countries and developing 
countries in combating climate change. Moreover, the Convention has established a 
complete set of mechanism for addressing climate change. 

Over the past five years, though the implementation of the Convention has been 
on track, its progress has fallen short of expectations. According to the Convention 
provisions, the developed countries should stabilise their anthropogenic emissions of 
greenhouse gases at their 1990 levels by the end of this century, but according to the 
national communications from the developed countries, most of them will not be able to 
fulfil this commitment. Although the Convention stipulates that the developed 
countries shall provide financial resources and technology needed by the developing 
countries to implement the Convention, there is no progress in technology transfer. The 
"replenishment" for the Convention's interim financial mechanism has met with difficulties 
and so has the "availability", to quite a few developing countries, of the financial 
resources for funding the preparation of their national communications. The pilot phase of 
"Activities Implemented Jointly" (A.I.J) as initiated by the Decision of the Conference of 
Parties at its first session in 1995 have been reported very limited number of projects to 
date. All this shows that the implementation of ihe Convention is faced with great 
challenges. 

The Conference of the Parties at its first session in 1995 reviewed the developed 
countries' commitments in Article 4 Paragraph 2(a) and (b) of the Convention, and 
concluded that "these subparagraphs are not adequate" and needed strengthening. 
Accordingly, the Conference of the Parties adopted its Decision 1 /CP.1, namely the 
"Berlin Mandate", focussing on strengthening the developed country Parties' quantified 
limitation and reduction objectives (QELROs) for their authropogenic GHG emissions 
beyond the year 2000. To this end, the Berlin Mandate decides to begin a "process" and 
sets forth clearly that the process will "not introduce any new commitments" for the 
developing country Parties. 

Over the recent two years, in order to implement the Berlin Mandate, 
representatives of various countries have been engaged in serious and painstaking 
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;-;eg t a(: cns. .-iov,;ever, ihe progress and the performance '.) . d'e cevE1c;; , 
countries are highly disappointing. According to the Convention and the Berlin Mandate. 
che ::.eveloped countries should '·ake t, ,e ead in combating c: imate change, out hay 
have failed to do so in setting the QELROs as demanded by the Berlin Mandate. (Given 
that a major cause of today's global climate change is thaanthropogenic emissions of 
greenhouse gases, this is mainly attributable to the emissions of the developed 
countries ever since the industrial revolution. Even currently, with only 22% of the 
world population , the developed countries consume over 70% of the world energy and 
account for more than 60% of the world CO2 anthropogenic emissions. Therefore, the 
:x imar~r r~sponsibi!i ty :n address irg c!i:r.ate change ies 1.t✓ i th th a daveloped ccunti as. ) 
Besides, the Berlin Mandate demands that policies and measures should be set for the 
developed countries to achieve the QELROs. However, some developed countries 
attempt to introduce issues like "emissions trading" or the so-called "joint implementation" 
in the context of QELROs. Such attempts, which pay no heed to the environment for 
survival of other countries and which are aimed at shifting responsibility overseas, cannot 
be accepted. According to the Berlin Mandate, the main task of the present session of 
the Conference of the Parties is to adopt "a protocol or another legal instrument" on the 
basis of the results of the negotiations of the AGBM. But some developed countries have 
introduced quite a few issues outside the scope of the Berlin Mandate, in an attempt to 
impose new commitments upon developing countries. While supporting the adoption of 
a protocol or another legal instrument that is in conformity with the Convention and the 
Berlin Mandate, the Chinese Delegation is opposed to the introduction of any new 
commitments for the developing countries and is opposed to the launching of any 
negotiation · process that attempts to introduce new commitments for developing 
countries. 

Mr. President, 

like other developing countries, China is one of the victims of the adverse 
consequences of climate change. The Chinese Government attaches great 
importance to the issue of global climate change, and China is among the 10th earliest 
countries that have ratified the Convention--UNFCCC. Following the UNCED held in Rio 
de Janeiro, the Chinese Government formulated "Ch ina's Agenda 21 "--- a susta inab le 
j evelo ment strategy which 1s su ited ~o China's country-speci fic cond itions. Besides, the 
State Cc L, cil (i.e. ~ ,e ·cntra l overnment ) of Chi a · as set up a Co-ordinating -.,roup 
on Climate Change, involving al l re levant ministries and departments, and has taken 
cl imate change into consideration in programming socio-economic development. W ith 
on ly 7% of the world arable iand, China is feeding neariy 22% of the world population 
and has effectively solved the food problem for the nation's 1.2 bill ion people. In the 
, ast 20 years, China has persevered in large-scale afforestation and scored world-
2ck:1owled _ ed achievements in this respect. In light of her national conditions, China has 
:r1; lemented , er policies of .ontrolling population growth in the nast 20 years and more; 
1.vithoL these efforts her popu lation would have grown by an additional 300 million in the 
same period of time. All this shows that China has made her share of contribution to 
modifying :anger-term trends of climate change. 

As a developing country vvith 1.2 bi llion population, while being willing to make 
greater contribution to addressing climate change, China is also faced with enormous 
actual difficulties in this regard. The per capita consumption of electricity by the 
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Chinese people per year is only 700 kilowatt-hours. Although the past decade has ..:een 
:::::r,:i i~ '-C~s ;r: 'iv :;; .7 .>.2 .~2t: ::1 ,·3 --;;::: ,- ,--: sr )er ca ta GDP gr'3w ta only 'S3 Sc-l " 
1996, according to the U.N. "1997 vVori d Economic and Social Survey". The per capita 
greenhouse gases emission of China accounts for on!y one-seventh that of the average 
level of the develop~d c:Juntries. Near! ; 60 million Chinese are sti ll living below the 
poverty ine, and peop,e in quite a number of rural, , emote and border areas have no 
2!ectricity or insufficient -Ject(city. 111erefore, poverty '3radic~tion ar.d j s ,e1cp1r g 
economy are still the overriding priorities of China. 

·All men are created equal", whether in rich or poor countries. The right to 
subsistence and the right to development are fundamental human rights of each and 
every human being. Just like ttie people in rich developed countries, the people in the 
poor developing countries, too, have the basic rights to survival and to pursue a better 
iife. Th Chinese Government has the obl igation to meet the demands of basic energy 
and living necessities for the nation's 1.2 billion people. It is not possible for the 
Chinese Government to undertake the obligation of reduction of greenhouse gases 
emissions until the country develops to the level of a medium developed country. 
After having attained the level of a meaium developed country, China will conscientiously 
study he issue of undertaking the obligation relating to reduction of greenhouse gases 
emissions. Pending that, the Chinese Government wi ll , in line with its own sustainable 
development strategy, seek to abate the increase rate in greenhouse gases emissions. !n 
this context, China is making efforts in the following four aspects: First, persisting in 
policies to control the population growth rate and to realise zero population growth after 
the year 2040. Second, implementing vigorously the "Energy Conservation Law" to 
encourage and popularise energy saving technologies and to raise the energy efficiency. 
Third , intensifying the nation's efforts to develop renewable energies and taking 
measures ,o increase '.he use of hydro, wind, solar and other renewable sources of 
energy and nuclear power, so as to gradually bring down the proportion of fossil fuels in 
·he energy structure. Fourth, continuing to enhance the sinks of CO2 through persistent 
efforts in afforestation, addressing desertification and development of eco-agriculture. 

Mr. President,_ 

T;,e ·ss e Jf 0! i ,ate ::, ,ange concerns t , ;::resent and future generations of 
. umank1nd. In oraer to romo e sustainable development of all countries, in particular 
of developing countries, Ch ina, as always, stands ready to take an active part in 
:r ternational cooperation and exchanges and to make her due share of contribution in 
addressing climate change within the framework of the Convention. 

T . . ank you. Mr. resident. 
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