
KEY MSSAGES - OPENING STATEMENTS 

Excellencies, colleague delegates, greetings. 

Allow me to warmly congratulate the Government and people of 

Denmark on the hosting of this historic meeting. We thank you for the 

extraordinary preparations in this beautiful city of Copenhagen and we 

warmly welcome and thank the President of COP-15 for her leadership. 

I associate myself with te statement made by G-&& and China ~ the 

frica Gropup . 
Mr. Chair, you have heard from AOSIS in the past=·~~ ~iews on 

what we expect from this historic meeting are well know. You are 

aware that we believe that we have a moral imperative to act. All of us 

face this, but as small islands states going under water, S'ftiCe 1.-.ie att - iAo.t 
loosing our territorial integrity, facing increased poverty and frankly ~.lnj 
survival is threatened and we stand to lose the most if nothing happens~. 

) 

Naturally then, for ourselves and for the world, we are here to work 

towards an ambitious outcome that satisfies three criteria: one which 

addresses the threat from climate change in a manner that is 

commensurate with the scale of the p~~blem faced by all; to do so with 
o.,J, aJ,iqpat ~ +o 0-ij~ ~ ~ ~e.. 

the urgency p.eeoed; and QMe which guarantees the long term survival of 

SIDS and other vulnerable countries - LDCs1~~~tri~s in Africa dN} I.Aft~ ~et,ca. 

affected by drought and desertification. 

\Ak..Will not accept anything less; we cannot. 

~ '± L ,J.,. To achieve thisJequires two internationally '.Iii legally binding -lnS~ 

outGeme, a view universally shared, although '6li- ma~agree about the 

~ 



) 

timing. But we belie\e that the time is NOW, not,-~r~~ .. legally 
binding international h]Weffi.4tih on climate change impacts lli fully 
achievable. It will need political will and political solidarity; AOSIS 
offers both and solicits the same from all. AOSIS is prepared to offer a 
text as soon as that is needed. 

... 

Mr. Chair, if a le~ $ outcome is not achieved, we do not accept 
that ttf/ ~.> 1 kEe a politicaljr=bi:u;d ittg agreement will be adequate 
and~ill have to consider ~ options. There are other ~ptioB? for 
continuing our work. and could include suspension ef COP on Dec 19 
and fonvarding to COP 15 bis. . ~ 

~ We also note attempts to solve the~ by offering up financial ,.,i,~ Ji. 
~ packages. J. "0-n-°1~ 

m.cm,t:zY' I \ 
;a, Mr. Chailj money, all money, including "fast start"f\is ~mportant'8ut there 
\!!} is much more to this than money.~ Aot,t:1w~ ll~ ~ wo.~ /nttr 

AC/i;~S Will not accept a "Made for TV" solution either; AOSIS will not support - ~~ 
a final agreement ~1thout substance) A final agreement has to address: . 

ii., rJJ.,tJ ~ Ce\£.ius d~ In 

r. ~Y\cuf } :~missions redl.lctions by all major emitting countries - 1..5/350 LT ~r!-LJ.Jc 
~ vision. ~IPO countries from all regions of the world- SIDS, l~~ 
~ u.-1.i..t\'. A..~c,_. ~ ~:..c;, urJ IIA~ ~ 

Africa, ®ther LDCs, have expressed this as their objective. ~ 

;:,_, ~ Jt must include sable, predictable, adequate ~~ for adaptation\ ~r:,o "--
~ capacity building;technology an~itigation. ,Dur goal is climate '~ 
~ change managem'fn so as tobetter pursue pocverty eradication and put 

outrselves fon a path of sustainable development. 

(Ha.~ Our agreement must include appropriate institutional structures that 
~ facilitate direct access and participation by developing countries. 



We endore support for loss and damage including permanent loss and 
damage from slow onset events . 

OJ 
Pledge to work with the Presidency of the COP to make thisAsuccessful -
transparent, party driven process. Like all other parties, AOSIS will 

work for success---flvct is, .-/-o deli uw a.-, ty-km" $e!Cu/-wn • 
R~5 t rt~ ,Y~ ¥s1t- -

---r/w.ri ft, 1 rJ}t . 




