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Madam Pres ident , 
::'.xcellencies, 
~istinguished De legates . 

On behalf of the Republ i c of Latvia, I have the honour to 
address the first session of the Conference of the Parties to 
the Framework Convention on Climate Change. I wis h to express 
my delegation's gra titude to the Government of the Federal 
Republ i c of Germany and to the host city, Berlin, for a gracious 
reception and for the efficie::t organizat i on of this Conference. 

Yadam President, 

Latvia , whose Saeima (Parliament) ra-+.:- i L ee. :.he Convention 
on 23 February 19 95 , is an "_:\_,::ex :.. .. country that is unc.e:-qoing 
the process of t=ansition to a market economy. Before r estoring 
its independence in 199 1, Latv~a experie nced a half-century of 
occupation by a ~otalitarian r egime producing a crisis in a ll 
sectors of its economy, in particular in energy and industry. 

Today, Latvia must solve ~he problems connected with this 
painful legacy: an ineffective and ineffic ie:.~ state industrial 
sector that is unfriendly to the environment ; agriculture, 
energy and transportation sectors in the midst of restructuring; 
and an undeveloped environment and municipal sector . 

At the sa~e time I should h i ghlight the advantages of our 
present situation . First, the restructuring of production 
provides an opportunity to repl ace an obsolete production base 
with modern, e nvironmentally-friendly t echnology. Second, 
Latvia has a high level of biodiversity and a comparatively low 
l evel of pollution in rural areas. Third, we can analyze global 
experience and thus carry out the most effective national 
environmental strategy. These factors give Latvia the 
opportunity to renew its economy while applying a strategy of 
sustai nable development and I am confident that we will take 
advantage of this opportunity. 

Madam President, 

I n accordance wi th its co:!'.mi tments under the Conventi on, 
Latvia has prepared its national communication and I take this 
oppor t unity to thank the Government of the Netherlands for its 
assis tance in this regard. What distinguishes Latvia is that, 
during the period 1990-1994 , greenhouse gas emissions decreased 
considerably in connection with the restructuring of the economy 
and the resulting reduction of production in many sectors. In 
the future we plan to achieve further reductions of emissions by 
appl ying effective policies aimed at protecting t he environment. 
Thereby, we foresee that, with economic development, greenhouse 
gas emis sions in the year 2000 will not_ exceed_ 1990 l evels ~ 

The Latvian Environmenta l Protection Policy Plan envisages 
operative activities for the reduction of greenhouse gas 
emiss i ons. The Plan includes policy goals for a twenty to 
thirty year period as well as supporting principles and 
i dentification of resources for implementation. 
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we hav -c-: 
ei'1vi ronmen ~a L ,:--.J Llu tio , 2 +-:i. x on natu .ca.L rt:=SOc.. : -· . , ; ,e a im 
o f th'-' --· - -'- -'- i s to l.~ .:-, _._ ;,.. --··'°' .:..ne ff i c i e:it.. usag•~ o f natural 
resources and environmental pollution, ·,1hile supportino a 
strateay o~ ~ , ~~~naole deve l opment . This ~ax •~~ 21 t_ c~ ~lected 
o ;:, ex-:::.rac..:ion o f natur2l :·c,sou!::·ce~,, 0,1 introduction of 
poll utan t s to the t'.:!nv :;_ c0rnne,1L , on degrada tion cf n0tu.:::-al 
res o urces and on commerce in goods and p r oducts hannful to the 
envi ronment. Our goal is ::.o tip the fuel balance in favor of 
renewabl e sm1rc~s of energy . 

Important restructuring is unden.ay .L i e nergy util.i'Lies in 
order to promote conservatio n me a s ures a:1d effective use o f 
e nergy resources. 

Al most half o f the ter ritory :)f La::. -,.: .• r:1 1s covered with 
forests, which are a 2~nk ~ar carbon dio xide and a guaran~~n ~0~ 
a c·..:ali t a::.~. -... c.: environment. The l'..'t;.~,::e __ ::, Cca.:.: .. i..: ;-.'-;j Out. an 
e ff icient and rational forestry pol.icy . 

Mada..rn President, 

The delegation of Latvia joins ~ ~c s piri t of and 
aspirations of thi s Conf-=..:renc"..: t.o i ncrease> State cornmi tmer.ts 
after t'.1e year 2000 . However , the base yea r ctgr ,2ed to .i.n t.he 
Convention (1990 ) coincides wi th a c risis peri o a i n Latv i a and 
the r estructuring o f its economy. Thus, .:...,at via is u:1.ahle at 
this time to speci f y reductions of greenhouse gas emissions 
after the year 2000 , . 

With respect to future measures toward implementation of 
t h e Convention , Latvia supports effective and mutual l y 
beneficial schemes for joint implementat ion of corr@itments. In 
addition, Latvia remains interested in t h e transfer of , or 
access to, e nvironmentally sound technologies and know-how, 
within the scope of Article 4 (5) of the Conventio n. 

Madam President , 

The restructuring of the economy of Latvia and consistent 
implementation of envirorunEmta l pol.icy T.viL. lez-!d t o a decrease 
of aggregate green house gas emiss i o n 3 in the year 20 00, in 
comparison with the si.tuation in 1990 . We are convinced that we 
have embarked o n the course of sus tainable de velopr!lent . 

Latvia wil l continue to engage in n a tionQl 3~d 
international efforts wi tr. t.. he goal of preventing dangerous 
anthropogenic interference with t:he Earth· s c.:..~rn::-.i. t e c-, ,s-::.ern . 

Thank you , Mada~ President. 
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