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Mr. President, 
Ladies and gentlemen, 

I will focus my remarks on the ongomg negotiations on a Protocol to strengthen the 
Convention. 

There are three burning questions to be dealt with in the months ahead: 

1. How fast do we need to act to get a grip on global greenhouse gas emissions? 

2. Who should be doing what? 

3. Can it be done? 

The Netherlands is ready for serious negotiations on these three important issues. 

Question One: When it comes to speed of action, we should take our cue from the recent 
report of the IPCC, from which we have drawn the political conclusion that the trends in 
current emissions entail high risks; unacceptable risks. 

Based on the best available science, we have made a political judgement: 

* 

* 

* 

To avoid dangerous climate change, the worldwide temperature rise should not ex­
ceed two degrees Celsius as compared to the situation before the industrial revolu­
tion. Sealevel-rise will then be limited to 50 centimeters maximum - and even that 
may be too much. 

To protect nature, the rate of the temperature rise has to be limited to one-tenth of 
one degree Celsius per ten years. 

We should not pass the burden of a changed climate on to future generations. 

The second question is: Who should be doing what? 

It is imperative that the industrialised countries together reduce their emissions of green­
house gases after the year two-thousand by on average one to two percent annually, year 
after year, for a long period of time. 

The industrialised countries and the developing countries together have to find the road to 
sustainable development, development with fewer emissions, 'clean' development. Key 
words here are 'technology transfer' and 'activities implemented jointly'. 

And then the last question: Is it really possible? 
I am convinced it is, both technically and economically. 
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It is technically possible to achieve the necessary reductions of one to two percent annual­
ly . This is what the IPCC says. Our own analyses and those of others point in the same 
direction. 

And it can also be done in an economically acceptable way, but only if certain conditions 
are met: 

Condition number one: 

Industrial countries must coordina their actions. The Netherlands for example is a small 
coun ry WI an open economy and open frontiers. The economy is largely dependent on 
export. Without international coordination between Annex-I-countries, The Netherlands 
cannot commit itself to a 1-2% reduction, but to stabilisation at the most. 
In the field of internationally coordinated action I would give priority to the following 
issues: 

* cars with low-fuel consumption; 
* low-energy cooling and freezing equipment; 
* energy efficient production in energy-intensive sectors of industry ; 
* increasing the share of sustainable energy, and 
* taxation on energy and aviation fuel. 

These are all measures that have an immense potential for achieving emission reductions. 

Condition number two: 

We must accept that the costs differ from country to country. We have to find an agree­
ment that is fair to all parties, but which can be negotiated before the end of next year. 
That requires a very simple solution for the issue of the differentiation in the contributions 
of individual countries; 

Condition number three: 

We have to find a way of achieving reductionns at the lowest possible cost. An example 
again: Central and Eastern European countries have a high potential to improve their 
energy efficiency and reduce their greenhouse gas emissions at low expense. But to do so 
they need to have access to the necessary capital and technology. 

Condition number four : 

Sustainable development should be recognised as an opportunity for developing countries. 
The best investment for the future is to invest in development and distribution of climate­
friendly technology. 
We need to promote confidence in the relation-ship between the industrialised countries 
and developing countries. Climate change has worldwide repercussions and therefore 
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requires global action. This is why we said in Berlin that industrialised countries have to 
accept their responsibility . In other words, action at home and assistance to develo jng 
countries in the financial and technical domam. eve oping countries accept their own 
responsibility . ey too have to aim roreconomic and social development in a sustainable 
fashion . 

Mr. President, 

It is good to see that so many countries are taking measures to implement the Climate 
Convention. It is hard work for Annex-I Parties to get their emissions back to 1990 levels 
in the year 2000, but that can also be done if enough political will is shown. 

Thank you for your kind attention. 
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