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The Speech of H.E. Dr. Rashid Ahmed Bin Fahad 

Minister of Environment and Water 

Head of the United Arab Emirates Delegation 

To the 15th• Conference of parties to the United Nations 
Framework Convention on Climate Change 

Copenhagen / Decem her 2009 



Mr. President, 

Ladies and Gentlemen 

Head and members of delegations 

On behalf of the government of the United Arab Emirates, allow 

me please Mr. president to present to you and to the government 

and people of Denmark our utmost thanks and appreciation for 

hosting us in this conference and for all the facilities you have 
extended to the participating delegates . 

Mr. President, 

Despite the United Nations Framework Convention on climate 

change and Kyoto Protocol have not imposed any obligations on 
the United Arab Emirates nor to any other developing states. But 

the United Arab Emirates and out of the commitment of our 
government, we have proceeded voluntarily set of measures in a 

move to mitigate climate change through an integrated policy 

within the context of the sustainable development based on three 
. . 

mam axis: 

The first axis: Adopting of alternative and renewable energies 

and deploy them in the appropriate fields since the cabinet has 

guided to diversify the energy resources by focusing on the use 

of the renewable energy and developing environmental policies 
to keep up pace with the renewable energy incorporation 

requirements, financing researches and publishing them. It was 

also our commitment to reach to renewable energy share of 

7 .5% of the total energy used in the state by the year 2020. I 

would like also to stress here that the success of the United Arab 
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Emirates in hosting the headquarter of the International 
Renewable Energy Agency (IRENA) will greatly contribute not 
only in accelerating the pace of efforts of my country to develop 
its potentials in the renewable energy, but also to accelerate the 
pace of these efforts in various countries of the world. 

The second axis is based on the expansion of using technologies 
and modern systems in petroleum industry which is the largest 
industrial sector in the country and a basic tributary of the 
national economy. It is also based on the expansion of the 
renewable energy utilization in such sector and the adoption of 
Carbon Capture and Storage technologies and the zero flaring 
policy as well. 

With regard to the third axis, it involves the efficient use of 
energy as my country has adopted several initiatives in such 
field including : sustainability of the transportation sector by 
developing mass transport means, such as Dubai Metro which 
has commenced its work recently and adopting the techniques of 
the cleaner production and green building standards. In addition, 
my country continues paying attention to increasing the green 
areas, establishing man made forests and protecting the marine 
environment, as well as we will have Masdar City which is the 
first city in the world free from emission and waste. 

2 



Mr. President, 

During our meetings we sensed that the gap of difference 
between Annex I countries and non Annex still wide and 
threatens seriously the chances of reaching a deal unifying the 
international community against the climate change . We believe 
that wasting such available historic chance will greatly 
disappoint the people of the world and decline the international 
efforts to confront climate change. 

The United Arab Emirates ascertains that success of this 
conference depends greatly on the understanding of the Annex I 
countries to the concerns, needs and requirements of the 
developing countries which are more vulnerable to the climate 
change as a result of the stresses of its ecosystems and limited 
ability to adaptation since the mitigation and adaptation 
measures involve high financial cost that can't be met in most of 
the developing countries. Perhaps, we need today more than 
ever to create the suitable atmosphere for a constructive and 
responsible dialogue among all the parties that leads to the 
understanding of each other's needs and requirements. 

Therefore the government of my country calls for : 

3 

1- The necessity for the countries of the Annex I to fulfill 

their obligations mentioned in the Convention and the 

Protocol. 



2- To take into consideration not to impose new obligations on 
the developing countries that might hinder their plans to 
achieve the sustainable development goals. 

3- Removing of all impediments of executing Bali Action 
Plan especially providing the financial resources for 
transfer of technology, mitigation and adaptation. 

4- A voiding search in any new legal instruments in place of 
the KYOTO protocol concerning the second commitment 
period of Annex I parties. 

5- To agree on a specific time frame and a specific rate of 
emission reduction for the Annex I countries. 

6- Adopt the Carbon Capture and Storage principles under the 
clean development mechanism and simplifying the 
procedures of approving projects under such mechanism. 

7- To deal with the issue of aviation emissions through a global 
sectoral approach to be agreed upon by all the countries via 
the International Civil Aviation Organization. 

Mr. President, 

The United Arab Emirates is renewing its emphasis on its 
commitments to the convention and the protocol and hopes that 
our conference concludes suitable decisions on all the issues on 
the table. 

Thanks for all 
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